Most of the available data on the dimensional structure underlying the EMBU -an originally Swedish measure designed to assess one's recollections concerning one's parents' rearing behaviour -has been obtained with adults or adolescents. In the present study, using exploratory factor analysis, an attempt was made to determine the EMBU factorial structure in a Spanish sample of children aged 7-12 years (N=205). Four factors explaining only 24% and 25% of the total variance in the ratings of the fathers and those of the mothers, respectively, and being invariant across parental sex, were interpreted: Emotional Warmth, Rejection, Control Attempts, and Favouring Subject. Results with respect to the internal consistency reliability of the corresponding scales were satisfactory, as were homogeneity figures pertaining to each set of theoretically-related items. Higher-order analyses of the first-order dimensions (mothers and fathers jointly) revealed three factors explaining 85% of the total variance: Control Attempts, Care (Rejection vs. Emotional Warmth), and Favouring Subject. The factorially-derived (first-order) scales were uncorrelated with sex of the recipient. All scales (except Rejection) correlated sizeably, negatively, with age (medium effect size) pointing, as outlined, to the need to take into account the relevant normative, design and research implications in further investigation. Some similarities and differences with findings yielded previously with adults and adolescents are briefly pinpointed.
INTRODUCTION
Rearing style has been studied in relation to the development of child characteristics (Beaumrind & Black, 1967; Loeb, Horst & Horton, 1980; Olweus, 1980; Gordon et al. 1981 ). Several instruments have been developed to assess rearing experiences (Roe & Siegelman, 1963; Schae~er, 1965) , and more recently (Moos & Moos, 1976; Parker et al. 1979; Ownby & Murray, 1982; Teleki et al. 1982 (Castro et al. 1990; Gerlsma et al. 1991) . Among other issues, the availability of such versions enables us to empirically examine the matter of validity of retrospective data by relating current perception of the subjects while they are living at home to their memories of their parents' rearing behaviour after having left the parental home. Whilst the attempt to develop an adolescent version of the EMBU for use with Spanish subjects in the 13-lo years age range has proved successful (Castro et al. 1990 ), a similar endeavour to construe a related measure based on the same item-pool for use with Spanish children aged 7-12 years has failed. Thus, taking the empirically-derived fourfactor solution of the EMBU (eg. Arrindell & Van der Ende, 1984) as a criterion template, Castro et al. (1990) For purposes of factor retention and interpretability, the following criteria were taken into account: (a) the eigenvalue pertaining to each unrotated factor should at least equal 1.00; (b) the minimum number of items to a factor was set at three; (c) for an item to be assigned to a specific factor, it had to load highly on one factor (ie. > 0.4) and lowly or moderately on (an)other factor(s), this for ensuring a qualitative difference in loadings across factors; and (d) the factorial solution kept for interpretation had to be invariant across parental sex (compare Arrindell et at. 1983) .
In the light of these criteria, four factors were kept. These were obtained in a principal components analysis which was followed by VARIMAX rotation. Together the four factors explained only 24% of the variance in the fathers' ratings and 25% in that of the mothers. The factors were all congruent across parental sex. Using Tucker's coefficient of congruence c1> as a measure of factor constancy, the following indices were obtained: 0.96 (factor 1), 0.92 (II), 0.88 (III), and 0.87 (IV), with the lowest acceptable bound for factor similarity being 0.80 (Haven & Ten Berge, 1977 Table 2 shows for each EMBU scale, for each parent, the internal consistency reliability (Cronbach's a), the range of the item-remainder r's, and the mean inter-item correlation as a measure of homogeneity.
Considering the number of items making up each subscale, the cocficients of internal consistency (range: 0.6-0.8) were judged to be sufficiently high for purposes of research. Following the psychometric standard that the amendable range for the mean inter-item r would lie somewhere between 0.1 and 0.5, wit-h the 0.2-0.4 range of intercorrelations offering an acceptable balance between bandwidth and fidelity (Briggs & Cheek, 1986) , the homogeneity figures for all item-sets (empirical range: 0.2-0.3), for both the fathers' and the mothers' ratings, were deemed to be meritorious. 1983, 1986, 1989) . The third rotated component explained 24.31 % of the total variance and had very high loadings ( > 0.90) on the dimensions of Favouring Subject. This second-order dimension too agreed perfectly with previous factor analytic data derived from adult samples (Arrindell et al. 1983 (Arrindell et al. , 1989 . The factor analytic findings as yielded with the Spanish children are summarized in Table 3 .
Finally, correlations (Pearsonian type) were determined between each EMBU scale and sex and age. Briefly, it appeared that none of the scales were significantly correlated with sex (range: -0.11 to + 0.15, N = 178-203, observed p < 0. 10, NS; two-tailed tests). However, all scales, except the fathers' (F) and the mothers' (M) Rejection subscales, were significantly associated with age (two-tailed tests). The correlations all had negative signs, indicating that younger children had significantly higher scores on Emotional Warmth (F: 
GENERAL DISCUSSION
Whereas a confirmatory approach failed previously (Castro et al. 1990) Arrindell et al. 1983 Arrindell et al. , 1989 .
Another sample-specific finding was obtained at the second-order level of analysis where the first-order M and F dimensions of Control Attempts and Emotional Warmth both loaded positively on one and the same component, representing the first observation of this kind in the area of research with the EMBU. The consistent finding yielded to date with adult samples has been for the original M and F dimensions of Overprotection (presumed related to the dimension of Control Attempts) and Rejection to both load positively on a higher-order component termed Protection (eg. Arrindell al. 1983 Arrindell al. , 1986 Arrindell al. , 1989 Ende, 1984) .
This lack of agreement across samples of diffcrcnt ages would seem to tally with the findings by Heilbrun et al. (1981) showing that factor analysis of the perceptions of maternal childrearing control and nurturance behaviour gathered from five year old subjects did not organize in the same way as those of older children (8 years of age), adolescents, or adults. Heilbrun et al. ( 1981 ) found that rather than perceiving maternal control and nurturance as independent dimensions like older subjects, boys of f ve years of age provided a major perceptual factor that thoroughly intermixed specific control and nurturance behaviour. Unfortunately, however, the findings by Heilbrun et al. (1981) cannot be considered to be internally valid for the simple reason that their factor analyses of the ratings of the five year old and eight year old subjects were based on sample sizes as small as N = 50. In addition, in making cross-sample comparisons, Heilbrun et (1988) has noted that if children have schemas with little applicability to parental behaviour, they will recall relatively little, regardless of their cognitive status. In his view, this may be especially true for young children: the schemas for parenting may not be available to the child at the time &dquo;parenting&dquo; is happening. In addition, Halverson (1988) has pointed out that it is also likely that young children lack the experience to categorize parenting by realizing that their parents behave similarly to some parents and differently from others. Because of this complexity and lack of appropriate schemas, children most likely do not track or encode parenting practices particularly well (Halverson, 1988) . It is felt that the views of Halverson (1988) However, the discrepancy observed in the present study may perhaps be reconciled in further investigations attempting to disentangle how the qualitatively different types of control attempts, namely coercion, induction, and love withdrawal (Rollins & Thomas, 1979) are represented (at the item-content level) in the respective relevant dimensions produced with adults and children. Rollins and Thomas (1979) have argued that the quality of the relationship (+ or -) between control attempts and an external measure may depend on which operationalization is used. As an illustration, Rollins and Thomas (1979) Castro et al. 1990; Gerlsma et al. 1991) .
Another point concerns the significantly negative relationships between all M and F subscales (except Rejection) and age, the associations representing medium effect sizes in terms of Cohen (1988) . These correlations are sizeable enough (compare Rosenthal & Rubin, 1982) to have the following important implications: (a) future normative studies with the EMBU-C should be carried out in such a way that both descriptive and specialized norms are broken down for separate age categories; (b) age should be adequately controlled for by design or analysis in research studies; (c) further empirical studies should be aimed at excluding the possibility that age is also &dquo;correlated&dquo; with the factor structure of the EMBU, ie. at examining whether the dimensions reported in the present study are constant across the relevant age categories. In addition, (d) the readability of the EMBU items should be closely inspected to rule out the possibility that the mean score differences across age groups derive from differences in terms of comprehension level of the items for different age categories. This is a relevant issue considering the fact that the readibility level of an instrument may or may not correlate with reliability and validity indices (see Lubin et al. 1990 ).
In conclusion, the experiences reported in the present study are encouraging enough to warrant the further use of the EMBU with children for purposes of research.
